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A Voluntary
Partnership for Global
Dialogue on
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The IGF began as a jointly led
initiative of South Africa and
Canada at the 2002 World
Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg. It
was  officially launched in

February 2005.

The Forum is a unique global
venue for sustained discussions
among member countries on
practical issues related to the
sustainable management and
development of the mining
sector. It also serves as a forum
for dialogue between member
country governments, mining
companies and industry
associations.

Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development

The Mining Policy Framework is the summary outcome of the work of
the IGF members over the last five years. It is a compendium of best
practices for governments to best deal with the full range of issues
related to mining.

The Mining Policy Framework: Mining and
Sustainable Development

Managing one to advance the other

Legal and Policy Environment
A mature modern legislative regime is one that provides clear lines of
responsibility and accountability. Such a regime provides the
foundation of good governance and contributes to sustainable
development in all aspects of social and economic life.

Financial Benefit Optimization
Taxes and royalty revenues derived from exploration, mine
development and production reflect the value to society of the
resources mined. They are collected and put to work in support of the
sustainable development of the nation.

Socio-economic Benefit Optimization
The conversion of natural capital into human capital holds the greatest
promise for sustainable outcomes from mining activities.

Environmental Management
The management of the natural resource base within ecosystems is
the continuous responsibility of any society seeking to become more
sustainable.

Post-mining Transition
A mining operation which is considered consistent with sustainable

development is one where planning for closure exists throughout the
entire operation of the mine.

Artisanal and Small-scale Mining (ASM)
Artisanal and small-scale mining is a complex and diversified sector
that ranges from informal individual miners seeking to make a
subsistence livelihood, to small-scale formal commercial mining
entities that can produce minerals in a responsible way respecting
local laws.

Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development

A unique platform going forward

At the Annual Meetings, members, generally represented by ministries
of mines, natural resources or energy, learn about national and global
initiatives, share their experiences and knowledge and discuss the
challenges they face and successes they have had in the mining sector.
The Forum has established links with a number of industry
associations, the World Bank, and parts of the United Nations system.

Who are we?
The Executive Committee 2011-2013
Chair Dr. Leonard Kalindekafe (Malawi)
Vice Chairs Ginny Flood (Canada)
Octavio Lopez (Dominican Republic)
Bayarbat Sangayav (Mongolia)
Nikolay Miletenko (Russian Federation)
Paul Masanja (Tanzania)

For 2011, the 43 members of the Forum are:

Argentina Kyrgyz Republic Republic of Guinea
Bolivia Madagascar Romania
Botswana Malawi Russian

Brazil Mali Federation
Burkina Faso Mauritania Senegal
Burundi Mexico Sierra Leone
Canada Mongolia South Africa
Dominican Republic ~ Morocco Suriname
Ethiopia Mozambique Swaziland
Gabon Namibia Tanzania

Ghana Niger Uganda

India Nigeria United Kingdom
Jamaica P. New Guinea Uruguay
Kazakhstan, Peru Zambia

Kenya Philippines

Government delegations can comprise industry and other interest
groups. Multilateral and intergovernmental organizations have
observer status.

For more information, please contact the IGF Secretariat:
Andrew.Dawe@acdi-cida.gc.ca

www.globaldialogue.info
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