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Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, I am pleased to welcome you all to Geneva for the Sixth Annual General Meeting of the Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development. These Annual General Meetings of the Forum in Geneva each autumn have become a good tradition as well as an excellent symbol of the longstanding cooperation between UNCTAD and the only global intergovernmental Forum in the mining and metals sector. 
Minerals play a key role in supporting consumer needs, and mining still remains the primary method of their extraction.  However, in a number of cases, mining activities have generated only very limited benefits to producing countries in terms of economic growth and poverty reduction.  Indeed, in spite of progress made since 2002, some mining activities still have adverse social and environmental consequences for the communities living next to extraction sites and sometimes even at the national level.  On the upside, a common agreement exists in the world mining community that the positive economic impact of mining for producing countries should be increased and the negative social and environmental consequences for the communities concerned should be minimized.  Therefore, it is necessary to improve the building blocks of governance required for extractive industries to contribute to sustainable development. Measures should address issues such as advancing transparency in revenue flows; promoting disclosure of mining projects; developing the capacity of Governments to manage volatile revenues efficiently; helping Governments to develop modern policy and regulatory frameworks, and integrating the public in decision-making processes at the local and national levels.  A key condition for sustainable local development is, of course, to ensure that the rights and interests of indigenous peoples and other local communities are recognized and respected by States and companies.

In this context, the activities of your Forum cannot be underestimated.  Since its inception, it has focused its work on reviewing and discussing emerging best practices in dealing with mining related issues, be they social, environmental or economic. Your previous meeting, the fifth annual session of the Forum, was an opportunity to prepare for the deliberations related to mining in the framework of the Multi-year programme of work of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD).  Indeed, mining is a focus of the Commission's deliberations and one of the five themes reviewed during its 18th and 19th sessions' biannual cycle.  The 18th session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, which took place in New York from 3 to 14 May 2010, adopted the Report of the Secretary General on the Review of the implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation in the area of Mining.  This document, along with the outcomes of the fifth session of the Forum, was used to formulate the Forum Policy Framework to be tabled in the course of the 2011 meeting of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development. This Policy framework is one of the key substantive topics of this year's Forum.  It will summarize what members consider as best practices in addressing the whole range of mining sector issues, the challenges they face in addressing these issues and proposed measures to enable them to exercise better governance of their mining sectors.  


Another important item for discussions this week is the joint IGF and World Economic Forum Workshop on the Mineral Development Initiative (MDI).  This workshop aims to explore the specific challenges associated with mineral development agreements (MDAs), and to identify possible ways of addressing them.  After carrying out research and holding consultations in different regions of the world, the Initiative aims to produce recommendations and a list of options that would facilitate reaching and maintaining multi-stakeholder consensus on key issues related to mineral development agreements and how they can best deliver a balanced sharing of benefits.  The recommendations of the Mineral Development Initiative will then be incorporated into the ongoing high-level dialogue at the WEF Annual Meetings. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Mineral Development Initiative and the Forum Policy Framework are of course complementary processes, and I am pleased to learn that Members will seek to ensure consistency and integration between these two substantive points of the Agenda.  I am convinced that the two initiatives will be important steps by Governments and the United Nations to build capacity and support good governance of the mining sector.  
At UNCTAD we have a long history of analysis and policy initiatives in the area of mining and development.  In recent years, we have focused on the impact of mining on local and regional economies and on the ways in which the minerals sector can contribute to national economic development. Along these lines, we have contributed to the work of the International Study Group on Mining set up to define the next generation of Africa's mining regimes that promote sustainable development of the mining sector, including artisanal and small-scale mining, in the context of the broader national economy.  

Many of you are aware of UNCTAD's new initiatives, the Global Commodities Forum (GCF), and the Natural Resources Information Exchange (NRIE).   The first session of the Forum was convened in March this year, with a focus on extractive industries. The aim is, among others, to try to find answers to such perennial issues of the commodity economy as the instability of commodity markets and to point to commodity policies that make the commodity sector a real engine for growth and development. By definition, such policies should not only search for a more optimal combination of markets and regulatory instruments to better integrate commodity sectors in national economies, but they should also consider sustainability issues - the mandate of your Forum.  We would therefore like to thank those of you who participated in the first Global Commodities Forum, which proved to be a success, and invite all of you to participate in the second one, which will take place from January 31st to February 1st 2011 here at the Palais des Nations.  Your attendance will further strengthen the complementarity between your Forum and the GCF.  You will find copies of the Report of the first GCF as well as the Annotated Agenda of the upcoming one in this room.
The second initiative I would like to flag briefly is the Natural Resources Information Exchange (NRIE).  Further to the invitation by the 13th session of UNCTAD's annual African Oil, Gas and Mines Conference, held in Bamako, in November 2009, UNCTAD launched the NRIE in collaboration with the ITU last week here in Geneva.  The purpose of the Exchange is to assist countries on the African continent to provide reliable geoscience data, and other information related to the exploitation of natural resources to policy makers and investors.  Six countries, Benin, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mauritania, Mozambique and Nigeria, will be participating in the pilot phase. 

These new initiatives fall within UNCTAD's mandate as provided in the Accra Accord which asks UNCTAD to "assist commodity dependent developing countries,… in their effort to develop national commodity strategies, including mainstream commodity policies into their national and regional development strategies; access commodity information and databases; ... to promote and improve transparency and accountability in the public, private and corporate sectors in order to enable the countries concerned to maximize the benefits that accrue to them from the extractives industries." (Accra Accord, Para 93a).

UNCTAD looks forward to the positive outcomes of this session. We see your Forum as a key advisor on best practices in mining to advance capacity in developing countries as well as on global policies that may affect the mining sector.  We also believe that UN organizations can play a greater role in helping developing countries maximise the benefits from mining and we will continue to be open to cooperation in this sector.  Let me assure you that UNCTAD will continue to provide its faithful support to the activities of the Intergovernmental Forum.

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, I wish you successful deliberations and look forward to their outcome.
Thank you.
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