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  PRESS RELEASE 

From November 1-4, 2010, the Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals, and Sustainable Development (IGF) held its Annual General Meeting. The IGF is an outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg in 2002. The IGF is the only global intergovernmental policy forum in the mining/metal sector. It is a voluntary initiative officially established in 2005 by national governments interested in promoting good governance in the management of mineral resources. It now has 43 member countries. The meeting took place at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, hosted by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

The meeting was opened by Dr. Petko Draganov, UNCTAD’s Deputy Secretary–General who noted the importance of mining for many developing countries and the major role that the Forum is playing in enhancing the capacity for good governance in those countries. He also flagged two UNCTAD initiatives, The Global Commodities Forum and the Natural Resources Information Exchange. 

This year’s meeting focussed on the IGF mining policy framework, the World Economic Forum (WEF) Mineral Development Initiative and the future of the Forum. 
The meeting opened with presentations by His Excellency Ambassador Andrew Goledzinowski, Vice-Chair for CSD19, on CSD19, UNDESA’s, Mr. David Leblanc, Senior Sustainable Development Officer on UN  perspectives on mining and CSD18, CSD 19 and Rio plus 20, by The World Bank’s Mr. Gotthard Walser on Recent developments and emerging priorities in the World Bank group , by ICMM’s Mr. Andrew MacKenzie on Mining, the Environment and Climate Change, by Mr. Curtis Stewart, International Lead and Zinc Study Group on a Mining and Metals Sector Outlook, by WWF’s Jonathan Hobbs, Senior Advisor on Trade and Investment, on Mobilizing and Motivating available on expertise within NGOs to enhance environmental responsibility in Mining and by the EU Commission’s Niall Lawlor, on recent EU initiatives in the minerals and metals sector.

The delegates finalized the IGF Mining Policy Framework that will be tabled in the course of the nineteenth session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD 19). This Framework is a compendium of best practices to enhance the contribution of mining to sustainable development. It summarizes the lessons learned by the IGF in the course of its activities. It is proposed as a global reference or base line for mining good governance globally. Members emphasized the need for expanded efforts in capacity building so that the practices outlined in the framework are properly implemented.
The Forum held a workshop to provide input in the World Economic Forum’s Mineral Development Initiative that will be presented at the WEF in Davos in January 2011.  This workshop is another indication of the growing recognition of the role of the IGF in global mining policy debates.

As required by its Terms of Reference, the members held their five year review of the Forum. They reviewed recent experience, objectives, structure, functions, funding and work priorities. Having analyzed the usefulness of the Forum, the members concluded that the Forum must continue. They have agreed to extend the Terms of Reference of the IGF for another year in order to determine the manner in which it will do so. The Forum also decided to create a task force with the mandate to explore opportunities to expand cooperation with other organisations
Observers at the meeting included the Vice-Chair of CSD19, His Excellency Andrew Goledzinowski and UNDESA’s Mr. David Leblanc, Senior Sustainable Development Officer. Their participation underlines the linkages between the Forum and the UN system. Other observers included Germany, France, Turkey, Portugal, Sweden, the EU Commission, Panama, the World Bank and Communities Artisanal and Small Scale Mining (CASM) 

Financial support for the Forum was provided by the Government of Canada, and the Government of Germany. Support was also provided by UNCTAD. 
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